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Gudrid ir-Rari

(1) Arnarstapi, I-l1zlanda

Naf kif jilheg dal-haxix

malli jmissu s-silg I-ewwel darba.

Fl-iljieli sfig xitwin

nisimghu d-dlam jonfoh.

Naf kif jitniehed dan |-irdum

kif jitilqu t-tjur malli jlestu.

Nisimghu I-biki tal-baleni
ma’ naxret lah’'mhom ha jitgadded
u twerziq dan-nir

kif fomm il-muntanja jgelgel in-nirien.

Naf kull rokna fejn il-bahar jibla’ dix-xita,
bhal-jum li mietet ommi
meta Halldis u Orm

belghu lili.
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(2) Greenland

Jghidulha I-Art il-Fadra; hadra mhix.
L-ahdar telag — ma’ I-innoc¢enza tieghi.

Inregga’ x-xbieha tkexkex, ma’ kull shien,

tal-vjagg taghna 'l haw’ — il-hlejqiet li tellghuni
jinbarmu mill-fewgiet, joghtru fil-mewgiet.

Jonfoh xehirhom ghadu, ir-rih: inhosshom

go kull rokna. U¢uhhom glacieri mtertra,
ifiggu minn diq i¢-¢Cpar jghammar

fkull rokna ta’ din |-art ¢assa. Igieghluni nitlob

il xi Alla gdid, imma ghadni migbuda lejn is-sharijiet.
migbuda lej’ Thorstein ukoll. Jitbissem. O,

tizbroffa xi haga stramba li thawwadni

Bhall-art li naf,

jien koll'i silg tal-wi¢¢ — gewwa nar jagbad.



4 Susan Richardson

(3) Vinland

[I-mewg li giebna 'l haw’ kien kalm,

Id-dghajsa taghna mwiezna — bhal bajda ta’ gawwija fil-pala
t'id tifla ¢kejkna,

imbaghad imnizzla f'dil-bejta tas-soghda u tal-weraq tal-prinjol

f'din I-art gdida flamanta

u X-xemx xemx gdida,
gawwija iktar mix-xemx li konna nafu,

galila dags it-toghma ta’ crowberry

u Karlsefni jhobbni mod §did
kliemu artab dags il-baqta,

l-isperma tieghu bhax-xorrox tal-butir

u ghandna iben gdid,

‘il Snorri.

M’hemmx bzonn seher f'dal-post gdid
Fej’ ma nxommx harsijiet,

m’hemmx bzonn nitlob.

Imma xorta, ghal ibni, nibga’ ghassa

bhal gawwija ¢ckejkna ta’ I-Artiku f’Arnarstapi.
lesta noghdos halli ngerrex I-ghawg

u biex — jekk jiftilla tinvadi din I-art §dida —
nagla’ ghajnej’

i-Mewt.
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(4) Ruma

Hawn, fac¢li temmen

— f'Alla-negozjant onest

jinnegozja semat hanina ghal ghemejjel galbenin,
— akkwistajna drappijiet jghajtu u deheb

is-sena li bahharna minn darna

bit-taghbijiet ta’ sagi minn Vinland.

Hawn, |-ebda dubiji fmohhi,
bi¢ciet ippuntati lava sewda.

Imma hemm, jghammar Alla mignun dags il-mewg,
li jasal biex jehodli 'l zwiegi,

'l-ulied subien,

baqgar,

naghag,
li jghaddi lil kull art minn agunija

mat-twelid ta’ kull frotta selvagga.

Nirkeb iz-ziemel ta’ I-emmna tieghi
U nsuqu | hemm
go l-ghadajjar
biex jiffacc¢ja
Lilu.
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(5) l¢-¢ella tas-soru, I-1zlanda

Mohhi, bhalissa, izaqzaqg bhas-silg

— fuq is-Snaefellsjokull  felhana;

bhal-lane¢ li  bahhart fughom

lej” I-Art il-Hadra,  Vinland, in-Norvegja, Ruma —

u d-dar.

Riglejja u dirghajja bbiesu,
bhall-irdum t'Arnarstapi,

saru kolonni tal-bazalt.

Ruhi biss mahlula.
Infethet,

bhall-art  fThingvellir,
biex tigbed

I Alla

fiha.
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Hajja Gdida

Ta' I-ghageb kemm hu tqil, s’hawnhekk tafu.
It'll take I-irgiel kollha I'ghad baga’
to raise it b’dak l-arblu, biex jerfghu
I-hajjiet ta’ hames generazzjonijiet,
it-tmienja u ghoxrin hlas,
[-ugiegh tal-hlas li r-raba I-gheruq fl-injam u I-hitan,
id-dsatax-il mewt
u dawk is-sighat kollha oilskinned
ta’ stennija

ghall-irgiel magbuda 'l barra fil-maltemp.

Meta wliedha subien isemmu li jitilqu,
ghixu f'post bla port tat-tlug,

her spirit distorts like the limbs

of a spruce fir-rih off the water.

Hemm il-flus tal-gvern, jghidu, jekk itmur,
U telqu tant ohrajn gabel,
imma I-bzonn li titlag bilkemm creeps above ground,

stays stunted as bakeapples fit-tundra.

So today, flok ma ssajjar final scoff,
tippakkja t-tifkiriet li dendlet jinxfu u mellhet,
then stands alone

fuq il-blat tarahom jitilqu minn
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darha ghal fuq c¢attra tal-bittiji, jorbtuha

ma’ dghajsa, jpogguha

fuq wicc¢ l-ilma

u jitolbuha

titla’ fugha.
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Liebes il-Vjola s-Silg

L-irzieh kien darba I-hena tieghi, issa xjaht

Tlift ir-rieda li nixxennaq ghal figuri ta’ ksieh rekord.

Tant xjaht li niftakar il-pengwini jtiru

U jibilghu I-kwiekeb, bhan-nir imdewwed bil-krill.

Kbir bizzejjed tikmix gildi
biex jordom gatghat shah.

Kelli bizzejjed glied max-xemx, bizzejjed sjuf

t'abbuz — kull bic¢a minni li tiltaga’

mal-mewg tbi¢cret sew bis-swat. Xbajt sa

niehu I-htija ta’ mwiet l-irgiel

li I-marki ta’ saqajhom hassruli wi¢¢i — il-bjuda tieghi,

milli jidher, taghti dritt lin-nies jimlewni bil-kulur

ta’ I-izbalji u I-fallimenti taghhom stess. Issa, jien u nogrob
lejn it-tmiem, m’ghandi I-ebda gibda nipprova nagta’
[-ghatx tad-dinja. Minflok, nohlom li ngherreq

kull nazzjon, u nisma’ |-Istorja tgedwed hi u niezla,

niknes snin wara snin ta’ mit u tvenvin.



