FACING THE NATURE CRUNCH
17th July, University Common Room, 8:00 pm

Inizjamed cordially invites you to the first activity of ‘Facing the Nature Crunch’ – a project recently approved by the Youth in Action Programme. The event, which involves the viewing of a film on seed saving in the Pacific, shall be held on the 17th of July at the University’s Common Room at 8:00 pm.

As you may be aware, Inizjamed is an NGDO committed towards the regeneration of culture and artistic expression in the Maltese Islands and has had several successful projects in the past. This year, it has brought together a cohort of youth, as well as experts who are interested in the significance of saving seeds and the local practices involved in this task.

The project’s aims are concurrent with present affairs, where the priority of awareness-raising to pertinent global challenges such as sustainable development and climate change is on the increase.

The book Fatal Harvest reports that from 1903 to 1983, the human race has lost 80.6 percent of tomato varieties, 92.8 percent of lettuce varieties, 90.8 and 96.1 percent of field and sweet corn respectively, and 86.2 percent of apple varieties around the world. Of the 5,000+ identified potato varieties, a dismal four varieties account for the overwhelming majority of commercial production.

But that is not all. Rural communities are migrating to urban areas, cultural knowledge transmission between generations is declining, oral knowledge is being replaced with written knowledge and traditional livelihoods are being replaced by modern occupations, all at the expense of cultural diversity.

In light of this, our project aims to respond to the global challenge of the loss of bio-cultural diversity and its role in both climate change and the food crisis with seed saving education as a response to this challenge. There is a strong element of experiential learning through hands-on experimentation with heirloom varieties and native seeds. This will be done in partnership with local relevant entities such as Ghammieri and European Seed Saving organisations in the EU, an example being the Irish Seed Savers.

Moreover, research on seed saving will be carried out so as to encourage further examination in the fields of agro-ecology and food sovereignty. Last but not least, a strong element of empowerment and networking amongst youth will also be fostered through the following activities: a youth assembly and an online community for those who wish to further their knowledge on seed saving.



Regards,


Marie Claire Tonna
Project Manager
